The present study addresses the problem of ongoing destruction of traditional age old rural wetlands in Haryana in the last 10 years. It is a grave issue which stands accelerated due to anthropogenic unawareness and in deliberate destruction. In all, 59 species of wetland birds belonging to 10 orders and 17 families were recorded from Palwal rural pond in Kurukshetra district in India during [2005][2006][2007][2008][2009][2010][2011][2012]. The presence and that too in higher numbers of Purple Moorhen Porphyrio porphyrio and Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus hints towards the over excessive growth of hyacinth and water reeds thus making it an ideal place for these birds which are the harbingers of total eutrophication of a certain water body. The other birds seen in the pond are White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus, Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus, Large Egret Ardea alba and Median Egret Mesophoyx intermedia. Pond Herons Ardeola grayii were in few numbers. Black winged Stilts Himantopus himantopus were in more number thus indicating the presence of sludge in water and its shallowness. Cattle egrets were in large number indicating its negative character. The lackluster attitude of Govt. of Haryana will result in its total destruction in 5-10 years. Similar situation may be extended to nearby village ponds to worsen their condition too. Ramsar Convention (1971) pleads for preservation, protection and conservation of wetlands of all hues. Village ponds in Haryana should be revived by seeking co-operation from the Head Quarter of Ramsar Convention at Switzerland.
INTRODUCTION
Haryana state has approximately 6759 villages, considering that every village has 4-5 ponds, there will be approximately 25000 ponds. These rural ponds are the natural water-sheds in rural India since time immemorial. Actually, entire rainy water of the village flows down to these ponds in a natural way. These ponds serve many purposes of the villagers in day to day use and also for some very important utility purposes in specific seasons. The traditional wells are located nearby to these ponds which would recharge the ground water used incessantly for domestic purpose as well as for irrigating agriculture fields. The regulation of this very utility in a typical village was self driven and flawless, capable of serving the needs throughout the year. Most interestingly, these ponds are very convenient spots for sojourning wetland winter visiting birds in and around Kurukshetra . However, a very serious negative process has driven into this self driven natural prevalence of water in ponds in Kurukshetra especially after 2005. It is a recent phenomenon having alarming consequences on the winter visitor birds. These ponds are over burdened by the ongoing fast process of eutrophication. This causes a direct threat to winter visiting migratory birds. In this paper a case study of Palwal village pond has been followed for 7 years, which has highlighted a major issue of threats to ponds and the associated birds. Extensive work has been done on these lines in the Department of Zoology, Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra (Gupta et al. 2009 (Gupta et al. , 2010 Gupta and Kaushik, 2010a-e; Gupta and Kaushik, 2011a-b; Gupta and Kaushik, 2013a-b; Kaushik and Gupta, 2013; Kaushik and Gupta, 2014) . The situation of all wetlands throughout of the world is enigmatic. Against the backdrop of the sermons of Ramsar Convention, several paradoxes surround the existence of wetlands has also the practical applicability of policies, measures and mandated wetland revival projects. Today the sum total of conditions has declared an onslaught on the very existence of the centuries old useful ponds in villages in Haryana. This may be attributed to fish farming, land filling ponds in a clandestine manner followed by encroachment for house building (Gupta et al.2012, Gupta and . On top of these, is the abetting of eutrophication process linked with invasion of ponds by massive hyacinth plants that grow virtually everywhere in the ponds and partly by dumping of organic wastes in the vicinity of the ponds, principally the cow dung in huge mounds which turn the water into poisonous volume for phytoplanktons, zooplanktons, nektons thus completely demolishing the trophical pyramids. The present study explains a widespread destruction of wetlands and wetland associated diversity of winter migratory birds which migrate to Haryana and other parts of northern India. 04'). Palwal village is located on a high platform compared to the level of the village pond and hence is an ideal depression to receive huge rainy waters of the village. As a result, it was healthier pond upto 2000-2005 spanning on over 20-25 acres of land. Its vast expanse still imparts it a shape similar to a lake. On its southern side lies the village boundary and its other peripheral outskirts are bounded by the agriculture fields. It is ancient, perennial pond recurring rainy run-off water from the nearby village. The mid depth accounts 8-10 feet. Its catchment area is 400-500 sq. feet. and the entire water sheet supports lush green hyacinth. It used to be a healthy perennial pond rich in diversity of birds, tortoises, molluscs and aquatic plants like Chara, Potomogeton and Lotus etc. However, it is important to note that, the pond is a ready source of recharging the ground water. But presently, this pond is in a very bad shape. The periphery of the pond is completely eutrophied. It shallow water regions ridden with over excessive growth of reeds and reed plants. Methodology: The Palwal village pond was under surveillance since 2005 onwards in a continuous manner. Prior to this, this pond was glanced character in terms of shrinking water sheet, over burdened by hyacinth and water reeds in 2008. Actually, between 2005-2008 regular visits were made to comprehend the spectrum of winter visiting birds. However since 2008 the situation catapulted this healthy pond into a eutrophied water sheet. In these conditions it is being regularly visited. Extensive photography has been done with Nikon Coolpix P500 Camera, to record the migratory as well as the resident birds. Birds were identified with the aid of reference books viz. Ali and Ripley (1987) , Ali (1996) , Grimmet et al. (1998) and Kumar et al. (2005) . The nomenclature follows Manakadan and Pittie (2001) .
MATERIALS AND METHODS

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
It is evident from Table 1 that the diversity of wetland birds in Palwal pond in Kurukshetra district was very rich representing 10 orders 17 families and their collective number was 59. Out of 59 species of birds, 30 species were winter migratory, 17 species resident, 10 species were local migratory and two species of birds were summer migratory. Gupta and Kaushik (2013b) reported 36 species of wetland birds belonging to 8 orders and 11 families from Brahmsarovar wetland in Kurukshetra district in Haryana. Also, Kaushik and Gupta (2013) recorded 60 species of wetland birds from Asan barrage in Uttarakhand state in northern Haryana. At the same time, Gupta and Kaushik (2013a) observed 58 species of birds belonging to 10 orders and 18 families from Nigdu village pond in Karnal district in Haryana. It is pertinent to mention that Pintail Snipe is only spotted from Palwal village pond in Kurukshetra district in Haryana. Compared to this, the situation between 2009 -2012 seems to have been obliterated completely as collective numbers have collapsed to merely 36 depicting the total failure of the pond to attract wetland birds ( Table 1 ). The present studies hint towards the fact that Palwal village pond is receding towards disastrous eutrophication (Figs. 1-3, Plate 1). Photographic evidence in plate 1 proves that hyacinth has overtaken this, once upon a time a very healthy pond completely in all direction and across the expanse foot-by-foot (Figs. 1-3, Plate 1). Eutrophied land of the pond stands encroached upon by the land mafia where house construction is going on with favour in a clandestine way (Figs. 10-11, Plate 1). reported that the siltation of ponds with adjoining areas, soil coming in with rainwater is a very serious cause of stratification of rural ponds in Haryana. About 2-4 Square kilometer area thus eutrophied has already been encroached upon by land mafia and new housing colony has already been initiated (Figs. 10-11, Plate 1). Considering the pace of construction of dwelling houses, the entire pond will be a new colony of houses. The only relic and remnant of this age old pond will be the Temple in the south direction (Plate1 (Table 1) . It is to be noted over here that this Palwal-pond was a ready means to receive rainy water and recharge the underground water table of the village. It was a 
Conclusion
The migratory wetland birds in rural ponds are facing extreme conditions due to destruction of age old rural ponds in Haryana. It is serious issue which has very easy solution lying at the next door. A well known scheme for rural upliftment programme run by Govt. of India, namely, Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act can prevent the depletion of village ponds, probably reversed within just one year. Our village ponds will restart serving as the wintering grounds for migratory birds coming to Haryana from Siberia, Tibet, China, Ladhakh, Central Asia etc.
